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Review of the Doctoral Thesis “Colonial and Postcolonial Discourse in Debut Authorial Texts:
C. Aitmatov, T. Abdik, L. Kalaus, and Others,” by O. A. Arukenova, a dissertation submitted in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the Department
of Philology (Specialty #8D02304, Literary Studies) at Al-Farabi Kazakh National University.

For her doctoral thesis on colonial and postcolonial discourse in Russian and Kazakh literature,
O. A. Arukenova has produced an inventive, ambitious, and creative argument about the
centrality and fundamental importance of early authorial texts to our understanding of the work
of a compelling selection of Russian and Kazakh writers. Arukenova’s investigation of such
“debut texts” is interesting in its own right, particularly as it brings such well-known writers as
Chingiz Aitmatov and Vladimir Nabokov into dialogue with newer voices such as Lilia Kalaus
and Zaure Batayeva. Arukenova’s literary analysis of early authorial efforts from these authors is
interesting and fresh, and the dissertation thus stands on its own merits as a piece of literary and
historical analysis.

Arukenova expands the reach of her investigation beyond a traditional literary survey, however,
to make a larger argument about the usefulness of debut texts in a broader analysis of “colonial”
and “postcolonial” cultural phenomena. Demonstrating familiarity with postmodern literary,
psychoanalytical, and feminist scholarship, Arukenova advances a very wide-ranging argument
about the centrality of early authorial texts to any reassessment of the Soviet period and any
interpretation of the complexities of post-Soviet reality. She contends that debut texts not only
provide essential information about individual writers’ creative methods, aesthetic approaches,
and shared methodologies, but also serve as unique historical repositories of shared societal
trauma and continue to testify to the difficulty of “retaining an intact system of spiritual values”
under trying conditions. Her analysis of colonial discourse in Zhusipbek Aimauytov’s work
Akbilek, for example, will be of interest to a wide cross-section of scholars from feminism and
women’s studies to students of Said’s “orientalism,” internal colonialism, and Soviet history.
Contrasting chapters on Batayeva and Kalaus suggest that the “Almaty chronotope” will feature
prominently in literature in both Kazakh and Russian for some time to come.

As part of her determined agenda to reinterpret the debut texts of both classic and contemporary
authors, Arukenova employs a number of analytical approaches to discuss an impressive range of
writing in both Russian and Kazakh. Her innovative and creative application of interpretative
tools from intellectual traditions, including feminist thought, psychoanalytical interpretation, and
postcolonial theory, will undoubtedly serve to enrich the critical reception of authors from both
traditions. Her rereading of Aitmatov’s classic work is valuable, as is her introduction of
psychoanalytic and feminist theory in approaches to many of the writers she discusses.



Arukenova’s treatment of understudied issues, including bilingualism in Soviet and post-Soviet
literary culture, is also worthy of mention. The complexity of the period she covers and the
“ambivalent nature” of some of the works she discusses fully justify her emphasis on
“postmodernist” elements in even the earliest works of these artists. She has adroitly focused on
a number of shared characteristics that tie the debut texts of authors together across a broad
stretch of late-Soviet and post-Soviet history, and she has made a cogent argument for the need
for closer attention to previously neglected aspects of these works. It is my understanding that O.
A. Arukenova has fulfilled the other requirements for the doctoral program, including essential
publications and participation in scholarly conferences. I also approve of this doctoral thesis
being accepted in fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.

Sincerely,

MW

Mary A. Nicholas

Professor of Russian, Foreign Supervisor for O.A. Arukenova
Lehigh University

31 Williams Drive

Bethlehem, PA 18015
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Mbpnu A. Haxoaac, JInxaiickuii YHABEPCATET, HHOCTPAHHLINH HAYIHLIH PYKOBOIHTEIbL
Or3niB Ha guccepTanmio O. A. ApykeHoBoii
10 cenTabpa 2023 r.

OmeB  Ha JokTOopckylo jgucceprammio  O.A.  ApykeHoBodt  «KonoHManbHBIE H
HOOCTKOJIOHHANGHEIM JUCKYpc B JebloTHOM Tekcre mmcarensa (Y. A#tmaro, T. A6mmk, JI.
Kanayc u ap.)», mpeacTaBlieHHYIO KaK 9aCTh BHIIONHEHHS TpeGoBaHMM K COMCKaHHIO YICHOH
crencaa PhD (moxropa ¢mnocoduu) Ha ¢minomornueckoM ¢axymsrere (COHEOHATLHOCTE Ne
8D02304 «JImreparypoBenerne») Ka3zaxckoro HaIMOHAJILHOIO YHHBEPCHTETa HM. AJib-
®apabu.

B cBoelt 1OKTOpCKOH HmHCCEpTamWH, HOCBAMIEHHONH KOJOHHAIBHOMY H IIOCTKOJIIOHHAIBHOMY
THCKYpCy B pyccKoif W ka3zaxckoi ymreparype, O. A. ApykeHOBa IpeACTaBHJIa HOBaTOPCKYIO,
aMOMIHO3HYIO M TBOpYECKYIO apryMEHTAalHi0 B MOJL3y NPHHIHNHAIBGHOrO 3HA4YE€HHS H
¢yHIaMEeHTANBHON BAXHOCTH paHHAX TEKCTOB IHMCAaTeid i1 IIEJOCTHOIO BOCIIPHSTHA
TBOpPYECTBA LEJIOr0 pAAa PyCCKHX H Ka3saxCKHX mucateleil. JlagHoe HCClieIoBaHAE «AeOIOTHRIX
TEKCTOB» HHTEPECHO Kak caMo mo cebe, Tak H TeM, YTO HapaAy C TaKAMH H3BECTHBIMH
mucaTeNaME Kak Uwmarws AditmMaroB m Bnammmup HabokoB, aBTOp HCCIENYET roioca HOBBIX
aBTOpOB, Takux, kax Jluns Kanayc u 3aype Baraepa. JIutepaTypoBeadeckuit aHam3 AeGIOTHRIX
OpOH3BEJCHHM, NpoAeNaHHHN ApyKeHOBOH, HHTEpeCEH H CBEX, a JUcCepTamMs JIOCTOHHA
BHMMAaHHs KaK HCTOPHKO-THTepaTypHas anaaTAIecKas pabora.

ApyKeHOBa pacIIMpsieT paMKH CBOEr0 HCCIENOBAHWS, BRIXOAA 3a MPENEEl TPaTHIHOHHOIO
JIATEpaTypOBEAYECKOTO aHAIA3a TEM CaMbIM €Iie 601mme apryMeHTHpPyd HEo0XOZXHMOCTb
A3yYeHHs JeGIOTHEIX TeKCTOB I 6ojiee pa3sBEPHYTOTO aHANM3a KyNLTYPHEIX (PEHOMEHOB
«KOJIOHHATbHOCTH» H  «IIOCTKOJIOHHAILHOCTH». ABTOp JHMCCEpTallAH JEMOHCTPHPYET
HCYEPIBLIBAIOMYIO OCBEJOMJICHHOCTh B c(epe MOCTMOINECPHACTCKOrO JIMTEpaTypOBEICHHS,
NCHXOAHATMTHKA H (peMHHH3MA. ApYKEHOBa HCIONB3YyeT 3TH 3HAHHA A apryMEHTAllMH
3HAYMMOCTH PaHHHX aBTOPCKMX TEKCTOB, Ba)XHOCTH IIE€PEONCHKH JIMTEPaTypH COBETCKOTO
nepHoja, HHTepOperamué mpobieM MOCTCOBETCKOM pealbHOCTH. OHa JOKa3biBaeT CBOHM
HACCIIe/IOBAaHAEM, ITO JeOIOTHEIE TEKCTH HECYT B cebe He TOIbKO HH(OpMALMIO O TBOPIECKHX
MEeTOJlaX, CTETHICCKHX MOAXOJaX H OGmEeNpHHATHX IpHeMaX OTACIBHEIX MHCATeNeH, HO H
SBISIOTCA YHHKQJIBHEIMH HCTOPHYECKHMH apXMBAMH KOJUIEKTHBHBIX COIHAIBHBIX TPaBM H
IIPOJOJDKAIOT CBHIETENECTBOBATE O CIIOXHOCTH «COXPAHEHHS CHCTEMEl TyXOBHEIX HEHHOCTEH
B TOKENEX HCTOpHYecKHX ycnoBuax. K npuMepy, NpeIJIOKEHHBIA aBTOPOM aHAIH3
KOJIOHHAILHOTO JHCKypca B mpomspemeHma JKycunbeka AliMaymiroBa «AxOmiex», Oyaer
HHTEpeceH IMAPOKOMY KpyTy HCClefoBaTteleli: HaYMHAd C TeX, KTO H3ydaeT (EeMHHH3M H
IIPOBOJMT TeHJICPHEIE (PEMHHMCTCKHE MCCIEOBaHAA JO H3ydJalommx «opreHTamusM» Cauna,
BKJII0Yasd COBETCKYIO HCTOPHIO ¥ Tpo6IeMEl BHYTPEHHEI'O KOJIOHHAIA3MA.

CpaBHHTEIBHOE HCCIeOBaHHMe TBopdecTBa Baracpoit m Kanayc mo3BOJSIOT IPEIONOXHTE,
9T0 «AJIMaTHHCKMHA XPOHOTOID» €me HeKoTropoe BpeMs Oyler 3aHMMaTh BHIOHOE MECTO B
JHTepaType Kak Ha Ka3aXxCKOM, TaK H Ha PYCCKOM f3hIKaX.

B paMKax cBoeil aMOMIIHO3HOH TEMEI IO NEepEOCMEBICIICHAIO HCGIOTHBIX TEKCTOB KaK KJIaCCHKOB,
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TaKk B COBPEMEHHBEIX aBTOPOB, APYKEHOBa HCHOJB3yeT DAl AHAIATHIECKHX IOIXOAOB IS
BCECTOPOHHEI0 aHAIM3a BIEYATIAIOMErO CIIMCKAa ITPOM3BEACHHA HA PYCCKOM H Ka3aXCKOM
s3pikax. Ee HOBaTOpckoe H TBOpUECKOe NPHMEHEHHE HHCTPYMEHTOB HHTEPIpETAlAM Pa3HBIX
HATEJUICKTYalbHEIX TpaiWIdi, BKNOYas ()EMHHHCTCKYI0 MEICIH, IICHXOAHAIHTHIECKYIO
HHTEpOPETAOHIO H IIOCTKOJOHHAIBEHYIO TEOpHIO, HECOMHEHHO, O0OraTHT KpHTHYECKOE
BOCIIDHATHE aBTOPOB pasMM4HeX Tpamuimii. Ocobyl0o IEHHOCTh IpEJACTAaBIIAET HOBOE
MpOYTEHAE KJIACCHYECKOI0 Hacleaus AWTMATOBa, a TaKXKe BBEICHHE NCHXOAHAMTHICCKON M
(eMAHACTCKOM TEOPHH — MEXIMCHMILUIAHAPHOrO MOAX0Ja A HHTEpHOpeTallil TBOPYCCTBA
pana mHcaTenei.

3acimyxHBacT BHAMaHuA H obpamenne ApykeHOBO# K MaJOH3ydeHHBIM TEMaM, B TOM THCIE K
OMIHHTBH3MY B COBETCKOM H IIOCTCOBETCKOM XyHOXECTBEHHOH imTeparype. CIOXHOCTH
OXBATBIBAEMOI0 €l0 NEpHOJa H «aMOHBaJeHTHHIA XapaKTep» HEKOTOPHIX IIPOH3BEACHHH
BIOJIHE ONPaBALIBAIOT IOJYEPKABAHAE €10 IIOCTMOAEPHACTCKAX)» 3JIEMEHTOB B CAMBIX PaHHHX
paborax HccnemyeMbix aBTopoB. OHa yMeno (OKycHpyeT BHAMaHWE Ha psage obmmx
XapaKTEepHCTHK, CBA3RIBAIOIMX JAeOIOTHHIE TEKCTH aBTOPOB Ha INHPOKOM OTPE3Ke
HO3/THECOBETCKOM H IIOCTCOBETCKOM HCTOPHH, H IPHBOJHUT yOe AU TeNLHEIE apr'yMEHTHI B HOb3Y
HeobxomuMocTH Goliee NPHCTAILHOTO BHAMAaHHWS K paHee HTHOPHDYEMBIM acleKTaM 3THX
npon3senennit. Hackonbko s mommMaio, O. A. ApykeHoBa BHIIOJHWIA BCE HEOOXOTHMBIE
TpeGOBaHHUA, IpeABABIAEMEIE K JOKTOPaHTaM, BKIIO9as HalHIre HeoOXoauMBIX mybimxanui 1
ydJacTHE B Hay9HHIX KOH(pepeHImHsX. Sl peKOMEHIyI0 HaHHYIO AOKTOPCKYIO JHCCEpTamHio K
3amMTe KaKk COOTBETCTBYIOMYIO TpeboBaHWsM, NpPENBABIAEMEIM K COHMCKATEIAM CTEHEHH
JokTopa pmiocopum.

C yBaxeHHeM,

MW

M>jpu A. Hukonac

ITpodreccop pycckoro A3bika,

WHocTpaHHEIH HaygHEH pykoBouTels O.A. ApyKeHOBOH
JInxatickuii Y HUBEpCHTET

31 Williams Drive

Betnexem, Ileacunrpanns 18015



